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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893, 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, October 26, 1900. No. 43. 



NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Reports who, at any time, 
fails to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 



UNITED STATES. 



ORGANIZATION AND CONDUCT OF THE NATIONAL QUARANTINE SERVICE, 

PORTO RICO. 

[Department Circular No 146.] 

Treasury Department, 
Office of Surgeon-General TJ. S. M. H. S., 

Washington, D. C, October 20, 1900. 
To medical officers of the Marine- Hospital Service, 

collectors of customs, and others concerned : 
Section 10 of the act of Congress approved April 12, 1900, entitled 
"An Act temporarily to provide revenues and a civil government for 
Porto Eico, and for other purposes," is as follows: 

Sec. 10. That quarantine stations shall be established at such places 
in Porto Eico as the Supervising Surgeon -General of the Marine- 
Hospital Service of the United States shall direct, and the quarantine 
regulations relating to the importation of diseases from other countries 
shall be under the control of the Government of the United States. 

Under the provisions of the foregoing section, and in accordance with 
the act of Congress approved February 15, 1893, entitled "An Act grant- 
ing additional quarantine powers and imposing additional duties upon 
196 2607 



October 28, 1900 2608 

the Marine- Hospital Service," the following instructions are hereby 
issued for the government of the quarantine service in Porto Eico : 

1. Quarantine stations are hereby established at the following ports : 
San Juan, Ponce, Aguadilla, Arecibo. Arroyo, Humacao, Mayaguez, 
Baracoa, Fajardo, and Guanica. 

2. The quarantine regulations of the Treasury Department issued 
November 13, 1899, and as subsequently or hereafter to be amended, 
shall be enforced at Porto Bican ports. 

3. The general conduct of the quarantine service in Porto Eico shall 
be in accordance with the regulations governing the Marine-Hospital 
Service, in so far as they are applicable. 

4. One officer will be detailed by the Surgeon-General of the Marine- 
Hospital Service as chief quarantine officer of Porto Eico in addition to 
his duties as quarantine officer at the port of San Juan. 

5. Eoutine work at each port is to be conducted by the officer in com- 
mand at such port, under the quarantine regulations and the regulations 
for the government of the Marine-Hospital Service. 

6. Special questions regarding administration, detention of vessels in 
quarantine, methods of disinfecting unusual cargoes, etc., are to be sub- 
mitted when practicable and with recommendations to the chief quar- 
antine officer for decision, and when acted upon shall be promptly 
reported to said chief quarantine officer. The port quarantine officer 
will abide by the decision of the chief quarantine officer, the right of 
appeal to the Bureau, however, being recognized. 

7. The chief quarantine officer will make periodical or special inspec- 
tions of the various ports and will have authority to visit any port at 
any time upon the request of the officer there stationed, quoting this 
paragraph as authority for traveling expenses incurred and making 
report to the Surgeon-General of each inspection. 

8. Beporte and correspondence from the stations will be forwarded to 
the Bureau through the chief quarantine officer. In forwarding propo- 
sitions involving change of policy, new structures or extensive repairs 
to old structures, nominations to original vacancies, promotions and 
other unusual matters, the chief quarantine officer will add his recom- 
mendations in each case. 

9. In exceptional cases when, in the opinion of the port quarantine 
officer, it is necessary to write or telegraph the Bureau direct, he may 
do so, but in each case will forward a copy of the communication to 
the chief quarantine officer. 

10. The collector of customs at San Juan will act as disbursing officer 
for the quarantine service in Porto Eico. His account of disbursements 
will be forwarded monthly to the Marine-Hospital Bureau for adminis- 
trative examination, and transmission to the Auditor for the Treasury 
Department. He will pay bills incurred under the regulations or by 
Department authority, when certified to by the port quarantine officers 
and approved by the chief quarantine officer. 
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11. Each port quarantine officer shall transmit, on the first of each 
month a report of expenses incurred during the preceding month and 
an estimate of the expenses to be incurred during the ensuing month. 
These reports and estimates shall be in duplicate and one copy will be 
forwarded by the chief quarantine officer to the Bureau. 

12. The chief quarantine officer shall exercise a surveillance over the 
operations of the several quarantine ports with regard to efficient quar- 
antine, the expenditures and general administration, and will promptly 
convey to the Bureau all pertinent information relative thereto, adding 
his 1 recommendation when necessary. He will submit, at the close of • 
each fiscal year, an annual report of the transactions and condition of 
each station. 

Walter Wyman, 
Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. S. 
Approved : 

L. J. Gage, Secretary. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Plague in San Francisco. 

Two cases of plague have been recently reported in San Francisco — 1 
October 5, reported in Public Health Reports, No. 41, page 2494, 
and another October 10 — both confirmed by bacteriologic examination. 

Smallpox in Colorado. 

Denver, Colo., October 15, 1900. 
Sir : Since my report to you of the 8th instant, the following cases of 
smallpox have been reported to this office during the week ended Octo- 
ber 15 : Denver, Arapahoe County, 9 cases, September 17 to October 10, 
source of infection, Denver ; Rio Grande County, 4 cases, September 25 
to October 5, source of infection, Rio Grande County ; Querid, Custer 
County, 1 case, October 5, source of infection, Huerfano County. 
Respectfully, G. E. Tyler, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Smallpox in Kansas during September, 1900. 

Topeka, Kans., October 12, 1900. 
Sir : In compliance with the resolutions adopted by the national con- 
ference of State and provincial boards of health at Toronto, 1886, and 
Washington, 1887, it becomes my duty to inform you that smallpox has 
been reported to this office from the following points in the State of 
Kansas during the month of September, 1900: Atwood, Rawlins 
County, 4 cases ; Crawford County, 4 cases ; Cherokee County, about 3 
cases ; Lawrence, Douglas County, 1 case ; Shawnee County, 3 cases ; 
Topeka, Shawnee County, 2 cases. Total number of cases, 17. 
Respectfully, W. B. Swan, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 



